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In the seventeenth century Bristol, anxious to push an inde-
pendent trade in southern Germany 1, intimated to the other
adversaries of the Company that " now was the time ... to
free themselves from the bondage of the Merchant Adven-
turers of England ", and to " join strength together " 2.
The northern traders, however, rejected the overtures of the
western port. While they stoutly upheld their claims against
the metropolitan Company, they were not prepared to make
common cause with interlopers, whom they stigmatized as
' those enemies of our trade \ The proposal of Bristol, they
replied, " if effected, will ruin the Merchants' Company:
who by their stock, trade and credit have been the support
of our English manufactures. And in this weighty case it
is not easy to determine what to do ; for although the
Merchant Adventurers have dealt very unkindly with us (to
give it no worse term) . . . yet in this case we do hold it
more conducing to the common good of trade, and the
maintaining of our general privileges, to join with the mer-
chants of London rather than with these interlopers " 3. A
similar plan to establish a common front against London
was attempted by the Cinque Ports. A demand made upon
them in 1619 to contribute to an expedition against the
pirates of Algiers and Tunis moved them to action 4. They
protested that formerly the Ports were inhabited by mer-
chants and shipowners, but now, owing to the monopoly estab-
lished by the London companies which * barred' the Ports
from their usual trade, 'masters and owners' of ships "were
constrained to settle themselves at London" where they had
continual employment. Dover took the lead in inviting the
rest of the Ports to make joint representations to Parliament,
urging that " if upon this fit occasion we do not obtain our
free trade there will be little hope hereafter to gain it" 5.
The conflict between the Company and its opponents
lasted over two centuries :   it ended in the triumph of the
1  Latimer, Merchant Venturers of Bristol, 139.
2  Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, ii. 136-137 (1669).
3  Ibid. 137.                                                  * Supra, p. 194-
5 Hist. MSS. Comm. Rye, 152-154, 159-160 ; Acts of the Privy Council,
1618-1619, pp. 442-443.